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CALIFORNIA GRAPES 

Grapes are one of the oldest cultivated fruits. Hieroglyphics show that 
Egyptians were involved in grape and wine production. Also, the early 
Romans were known to have developed many grape varieties. 
 
Grapes have been grown in California for more than 200 years. The 
tradition of viticulture (growing grapes) began in 1769 when Spanish 
friars established missions throughout California. Then the boom in 
grapes planted for eating arose in the early 1800s. William Wolfskill, 
founder of California's citrus industry, planted the first table grape 
vineyard in 1839 near Los Angeles. 
 
By the 1850s, the United States had officially acquired California from 
Mexico, and 80,000 gold prospectors had moved to the region. A few 
of these had the foresight to realize that there was money in grapes 
as well as in gold. 
 
Today California wine, table grapes, and raisins are all important 
agricultural commodities, with approximately 700,000 acres planted in 
vineyards. About 85% of California's table grape production is in the 
southern San Joaquin Valley region, with the Coachella Valley region 
accounting for most of the remaining production. 
 

1. The author most likely wrote this passage to: 

a. Entertain the reader  
b. Persuade the reader 
c. Humor the reader  
d. Inform the reader  
e. Sway the reader 
 
2. The author is most likely: 
 
a.  a wine grower/vineyard owner 
b.  a geographer 
c.  an Egyptologist 
d.  a California historian 
e.  a business reporter 



VISUAL PERCEPTION 

It is tempting to think that your eyes are simply mirrors that reflect 
whatever is in front of them. Researchers, however, have shown that 
your brain is constantly working to create the impression of a 
continuous, uninterrupted world. 
 
For instance, in the last 10 minutes, you have blinked your eyes 
around 200 times. You have probably not been aware of any of these 
interruptions in your visual world. Something you probably have not 
seen in a long time without the aid of a mirror is your nose. It is 
always right there, down in the bottom corner of your vision, but your 
brain filters it out so that you are not aware of your nose unless you 
purposefully look at it. 
 
Nor are you aware of the artery that runs right down the middle of 
your retina. It creates a large blind spot in your visual field, but you 
never notice the hole it leaves. To see this blind spot, try the 
following: Cover your left eye with your hand. With your right eye, 
look at the O on the left. As you move your head closer to the O, the 
X will disappear as it enters the blind spot caused by your optical 
nerve. 
 
 
 

 

 

Your brain works hard to make the world look continuous! 

 

2. What is the main purpose of this passage? 

a. to persuade the reader to pay close attention to blind spots  
b. to explain the way visual perception works  
c. to persuade the reader to consult an optometrist if the O and X   
    disappear  
d. to prove that vision is a passive process 
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OPPOSITIONAL DEFIANT DISORDER 

On a bad day, have you ever been irritable? Have you ever used a 
harsh tone or even been verbally disrespectful to your parents or 
teachers? Everyone has a short temper from time to time, but current 
statistics indicate that between 16% and 20% of a school's population 
suffer from a psychological condition known as oppositional defiant 
disorder, or ODD. 
 
ODD symptoms include difficulty complying with adult requests, 
excessive arguments with adults, temper tantrums, difficulty 
accepting responsibility for actions, low frustration tolerance, and 
behaviors intended to annoy or upset adults. Parents of children with 
ODD often feel as though their whole relationship is based on conflict 
after conflict. 
 
Unfortunately, ODD can be caused by a number of factors. Some 
students affected by ODD suffer abuse, neglect, and severe or 
unpredictable discipline at home. Others have parents with mood 
disorders or have experienced family violence. Various types of 
therapy are helpful in treating ODD, and some drugs can treat 
particular symptoms. However, no single cure exists. 
 
The best advice from professionals is directed toward parents. 
Therapists encourage parents to avoid situations that usually end in 
power struggles, to try not to feed into oppositional behavior by 
reacting emotionally, to praise positive behaviors, and to discourage 
negative behaviors with timeouts instead of harsh discipline 
 
 

3. The author's purpose in writing this passage is to: 

a. Express frustration about ODD 
b. Prove that parents are the cause of ODD 
c. Inform the reader about this complex condition  
d. Persuade the reader to keep students with ODD out of public  
    school. 

 



EARLY POLITICAL PARTIES 

The United States has always been a pluralistic society, meaning it 
has embraced many points of view and many groups with different 
identities from its beginning. That is not to say that these groups have 
always seen eye to eye. The first political parties developed in the 
United States as a result of conflicting visions of the American identity. 
Many politicians believed that wealthy merchants and lawyers 
represented the country's true identity, but many others saw it in the 
farmers and workers who formed the country's economic base. 
 
The event that brought this disagreement to the surface was the 
creation of the Bank of the United States in 1791. The bank set out to 
rid the country of the debts it had accumulated during the American 
Revolution. Until then, each state was responsible for its own debts. 
The Bank of the United States, however, wanted to assume these 
debts and pay them off itself. While many people considered this offer 
to be a good financial deal for the states, many states were 
uncomfortable with the arrangement because they saw it as a power 
play by the federal government. If a central bank had control over the 
finances of individual states, the people who owned the bank would 
profit from the states in the future. This concern was the basis of the 
disagreement: Who should have more power: the individual states or 
the central government? 
 
The Democratic-Republican Party developed to protest the bank, but 
it came to represent a vision of America with power spread among 
states. The Federalist Party was established in defense of the bank, 
but its ultimate vision was of a strong central government that could 
help steer the United States toward a more competitive position in the 
world economy. These different points of view-central government 
versus separate states-would not be resolved easily. These same 
disagreements fueled the tension that erupted into the Civil War over 
half a century later. 
 
4. What is the author's purpose in writing this passage? 

a. To persuade the reader to accept the Federalist Party's point of view  
b. To explain the disagreements between early American political parties  
c. To explain the importance of a strong central government  
d. To criticize the founders of the Bank of the United States 
 


